
 Record of Key Issues Discussed at the Senior Peoples Forum 
7th June 2011.

Record of Previous Meeting
Accepted as accurate

Matters Arising / Update On Issues Not on Agenda

Funding Applications

Funding applications in respect of the Dementia Cafes and the Financial and Legal Inclusion Project have now been approved by the Council Executive hence funding will now be made available via the Challenge Fund to support these initiatives.

The only change being the 30k requested to support the development of 6 dementia cafes has been increased to 50k to support the development of 9 in total across West Lothian.

Challenge Fund

Balance of £194,694 remains in the Challenge Fund at this stage. A total of £405,306 having been allocated since the fund was first set up to progress initiatives 
presented to and which have the support of the Senior Peoples Forum.

Dementia Awareness Week 6th – 12th June

To mark this event a range of activities will be taking place in West Lothian.

An information stand will be in the foyer of St Johns Hospital on the 7th, 8th and 9th of June.

An information table will be set up in the foyer of the Civic Centre on the 10th of June providing information to members of the public who have family or friends affected by dementia.

Reminiscence tables will be set up in Council run care homes.

Information relating to dementia will be distributed to appropriate people within the community via the domiciliary care service. 

At the Senior People’s Forum a table was set up displaying a range of information relating to dementia including a DVD for carers on coping with dementia. Member who were carers / friends or relatives of someone with dementia were invited to take any relevant information away with them. 

Equality Legislation
Noted the last strand of the Equality legislation which relates to age discrimination was on track to be introduced in April 2012.

Will make it illegal to deny someone access to health or social care or provide a different level of service purely on the basis of age alone without justifiable cause.

Agenda Items

Financial Safeguarding
Presentation was given relating to financial abuse which outlined the national / local context then went on to identify the indicators which demonstrated a pre-disposition to harm, how the problem could present as well as the impact on the individual concerned. Barriers to addressing this abuse plus what was being done locally to help prevent its occurrence was outlined.
Agreed presentation would be made available for others to use along with contact details, also to look at including within the Bulletin. Leaflets on financial abuse were also made available.

Citizens Advice Bureau Money Guide Service
Presentation was given highlighting CAB had been able to offer money advice in West Lothian since May 2011. This included help with preparing a weekly / monthly budget; learning about different mortgages that were available; finding out about savings options; planning for retirement; understanding the tax and welfare systems; knowing the different types of credit available, types of insurance cover.

Highlighted it was not a debt advice service, clients normally had one off face to face sessions with the client getting an action plan to follow. There were no sales or product recommendations.

CAB was looking for organisations to direct people to them who would benefit. Referral could be made via their call centre on 0808 8000118 or to find out more contact Vida.gow@cas.org.uk 

Challenge Fund Application from Library & Heritage Services
Application for funding was presented to the Forum, funding was being sought to support reminiscence work in a variety of settings. 

Sample of a reminiscence box was made available. Highlighted by members of the Forum there was the potential to undertake some intergenerational work in this respect and to also include talking books and tapes.

Forum expressed an interest in the proposal presented but had some concerns re the costs. Identified that other sources of funding should also be explored such as the Lottery / Scottish Government etc.

Agreed that applicant should come back to the next meeting with more details as to how the money was to be spent, as the Forum had insufficient detail in this respect to allow it to make an informed decision.

Personal Alarms
Brief description was given of the KISS Programme (Keep it Safe and Sound). As a consequence 500 personal safety alarms were available for women, 250 being identified for older women, these would be made available free of charge.
Programme was currently looking for details of people who would benefit – names should be forwarded to Eddie on 07963483442.  

Suggestion made by a member of the Forum that funding for alarms should be sought via Lothian and Borders Police under the Proceeds of Crime Act.

Other Matters 

Activity Network Olympics
Was highlighted this event had taken place and had been extremely successful with  older peoples care homes and day centres participating.

Date of next meeting 13th of October 2011 commencing at 1pm in Space 3 at the Howden Park Centre.






    








